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Inform strategic basing decisions by incorporating a holistic analysis of pre-kindergarten 
through twelfth grade public school districts surrounding Air Force installations. The addition 
of these criteria will ensure locations under consideration have sufficient support for the unique 
needs of military families who relocate frequently. The intent of employing these evaluation 
techniques in support of strategic basing decisions is to mitigate factors that negatively 
impact readiness and retention for Airmen and their families as they transition from one 
duty assignment to the next.

Personnel report that the decision to continue 
military service is influenced by public education 
opportunities for their children. To address this 
issue, the Secretaries of the Army, Navy and 
Air Force informed the National Governor’s 
Association that…

In partnership with industry experts and key 
stakeholders, the Air Force developed an 
analytic framework using quantitative criteria. 
This methodology evaluates public education 
by gathering data on school districts within the 
basic allowance for housing areas that support 
Air Force installations.

BACKGROUND  SCHOOL CLIMATE: Captures whether the 
 schools provide an environment supportive 
 of academic learning

 SERVICE OFFERINGS: Includes programs 
 and staff designed to ease transitions and 
 provide emotional and academic support 
 to students.

FRAMEWORK
Careful consideration and development was 
used to reduce the impact of socioeconomic 
factors while selecting criteria with publicly 
available data from reputable sources.

 ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE: The most 
 important area, this measures student 
 learning and successful program 
 completion.

Aggregated & Normalized Criteria
on District Level

Academic
Performance

Students’ Average Annual Learning Rate

Source
DataCategory

School
Climate

Chronic Absenteeism Rate

Graduation Rates

Suspension Rate

Availability of free and/or universal 
Pre-Kindergarten

STANFORD EDUCATION DATA ARCHIVE harnesses data from the U.S. Department 
of Education EDFacts data system and a number of other publicly available data 
files to aid scholars, policymakers, and educators. The information includes 
measures of academic opportunity and gaps based on socioeconomic status.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: EDFacts Graduation Rates (District and 
School Level) (EDFacts is a U.S. Department of Education initiative to collect, 
analyze, and promote the use of high-quality, pre-kindergarten through grade 
12 data.)

U.S DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC) 
(CRDC gathers information on student enrollment, education programs, and 
school services, broken down by race, sex, English proficiency, and disability. 
The data is collected biennially from every public school in the United States.)

Source Data

Note: The shapes in the source data columns above correspond to the sources below.
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We will encourage leadership to 
consider quality of schools near 
bases… when evaluating future 
basing or mission alternative.”
 — February 23, 2018
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OBJECTIVE

Public Education Framework Criteria

Student to Teacher Ratio 
(Certified and Not Certified)

Student to Counselor Ratio

Student to Nurse Ratio

Student to Mental Health Support Ratio


